
 
 
	

West	Old	Town	Neighbors	
Meeting	Minutes	

	
6:00-7:00	p.m.,	Tuesday,	August	14,	2018	
Eva’s	Café,	1447	North	Sedgwick,	Chicago	

	
1. Introductions	 -	 The	WOTN	 regular	 meeting	 convened	 at	 6:00pm	 at	 Eva’s	 Café	 at	 1447	

North	Sedgwick.	Those	attending	signed	a	roster	and	made	brief	introductions.	
	

2. Christian	Ficara,	2nd	Ward	-	Mr.	Ficara	discussed	and	answered	questions	regarding	public	
safety	 and	 crime,	 development,	 and	 other	 items	 related	 to	 the	WOTN	 area	 which	 are	
covered	within	subjects	listed	below.	Most	of	the	discussion	centered	on	public	safety	and	
crime.	The	2nd	Ward	offered	to	assist	in	coordinating	the	street	security	survey	with	the	
Chicago	 Police	 Department	 (CPD)	 and	 scheduling	 a	 public	 safety	 and	 crime	 town	 hall	
meeting	with	the	27th	Ward.	See	below	for	further	information.	
a. Link	to	2nd	ward	website:	www.aldermanhopkins.com	

	
3. WOTN	Committee	Reports	

a. Parks	&	Green	Space	 -	 (Melinda	Kramer)	Near	North	Park	Update	 -	On	August	8,	
2018,	the	Chicago	Park	District	and	27th	Ward	conducted	a	community	meeting	to	
discuss	the	status	and	concepts	for	the	Near	North	Park.	The	meeting	was	held	at	
Stanton	 Park.	 The	meeting	 goal	 was	 to	 get	 initial	 input	 on	 what	 the	 community	
wants	to	see	in	a	revitalized	Near	North	Park.	The	Alderman	said	he	is	committed	to	
make	 this	 a	 public	 park	 for	 the	 community	 and	 this	 is	 the	 first	 in	 a	 series	 of	
meetings.	The	Parks	Dept.	Project	Manager	said	they	are	currently	doing	land/soil	
analysis	and	need	to	make	sure	it	 is	safe	for	usage	before	it	 is	taken	over	by	CPD.	
They	 expect	 the	 results	 back	 in	 October	 and	 then	 will	 have	 further	
meetings/discussions	with	the	community.	Stanton	Park	is	also	looking	for	residents	
who	want	to	get	involved	on	their	Advisory	Committee	or	in	other	ways.		
	

b. Public	 Safety	 and	 Crime	 -	 (Kim	 and	 Tom	 McBride)	 Tom	 McBride	 provided	 the	
following	 information	below	and	communicated	they	are	 looking	for	others	to	 join	
them	in	these	efforts.	Several	residents	signed	up	to	help	with	these	efforts.	

	
i. Public	Safety	and	Crime	Town	hall	Meeting	-	WOTN	is	working	with	the	2nd	Ward	

and	27th	Ward	to	schedule	a	 town	hall	meeting	 in	October	on	public	safety	and	
crime.	Marshall	Field	Garden	Apts	(MFGA)	will	participate	and	OTMRA	may	also.	
	



 
 

ii. Street	security	survey	-	The	survey	is	being	scheduled	for	the	week	of	August	27th	
around	 6:00pm.	 The	 2nd	 Ward	 has	 offered	 to	 coordinate	 with	 the	 CPD	 18th	
District	and	27th	Ward,	and	will	work	with	the	Committee.	Mr.	Ficara	asked	that	
WOTN	 provide	 him	 information	 on	 the	 blocks	 that	 would	 like	 a	 survey.	 The	
surveys	generally	involve	meeting	with	the	CPD	representative	on	the	street	and	
alley	to	identify	various	items	(dark	spots,	areas	that	will	cause	criminal	interest,	
suggestions	to	deflect	interest,	etc.)	

	
iii. As	part	of	the	security	survey,	the	Alderman	will	provide	the	map	to	the	City	of	

Chicago	regarding	repair	requests	of	city	lights,	tree	trimming,	dark	spots,	camera	
locations,	etc.	
	

iv. CPD	will	 also	provide	 information	and	 recommendations	on	 cameras,	 locations,	
and	the	linking	of	resident’s	private	security	cameras	to	CPD.	

	
v. Adell	 from	 Marshall	 Fields	 Apartments	 (MFGA)	 attended	 the	 meeting	 and	

provided	an	update	of	meetings	with	MFGA,	community	groups,	27th	Ward	and	
CPD.	 Kim	 McBride	 has	 been	 attending	 these	 meetings.	 MFGA	 has	 been	
instrumental	in	obtaining	the	police	car	stationed	on	Hudson	and	Blackhawk	and	
continues	 to	 call	 police	 regularly.	 The	 majority	 of	 crimes	 in	 the	 area	 are	 not	
committed	by	MFGA	 residents	 and	 they	 are	 equally	 affected	by	 the	 increase	 in	
crimes	and	want	to	work	together	with	the	community	to	stop	it.	

	
vi. CPD	has	committed	to	additional	foot	and	bike	patrols	around	the	neighborhood.	

They	 also	 encourage	 people	 to	 talk	with	 the	 patrol	 car	 stationed	 at	 Hudson	 to	
provide	more	details	on	suspicious	or	illegal	activity	and	for	residents	to	continue	
to	 call	 911	 because	 they	 need	 that	 data	 to	 support	 the	 request	 for	 additional	
resources.	 He	 noted	 that	 they	 do	 prioritize	 each	 call	 and	 dispatch	 based	 on	
resources	and	priority	assigned.	Neighbors	can	also	direct	all	issues	to	Sgt.	Vanek	
at	312-742-5780.	Jim	M	raised	the	question	of	how	we	can	see	the	data	from	911	
reports	 for	 our	 neighborhood	 so	 that	we	 know	what	 calls	 are	 being	made	 and	
what	 is	 getting	 a	 response.	 Mike	 M	 said	 he	 has	 made	 calls	 that	 received	 no	
response.	Tom	will	look	into	how	we	can	get	reporting	on	that	but	stressed	that	
we	still	need	to	call.	

	
vii. CPD	has	removed	the	homeless	residents	and	tents	from	the	Manierre	School	lot.	

There	were	delays	and	frustration	in	getting	that	done	because	it	is	CPS	property	
and	an	Affidavit	was	required	for	police	access	to	the	property.	Ald.	Burnett	has	
said	he	will	help	get	this	resolved.		
	

	



 
 

viii. CPD	 also	 recommended	 a	 Phone	 Tree	 –	 Working	 on	 a	 tree/text/email	
communication	system	to	quickly	spread	word	of	crime,	suspicious	activities,	etc.	
Many	neighbors	are	using	NextDoor	app	for	this	as	well.	
	

ix. Residents	should	make	sure	to	call	311	if	alley	lights	are	out	or	trees	are	covering	
the	lights.		

	
x. CAPS	meetings	 are	 every	 2nd	 Tuesday	 evening	 at	 6	 pm	 at	 the	 18th	 district	 and	

residents	are	invited	to	attend	and	bring	issues.		
	

xi. North	and	Cleveland	Intersection	crossing	-	Mr.	Ficara	reported	the	2nd	Ward	is	
meeting	 with	 CDOT	 in	 the	 coming	 week	 regarding	 the	 intersection.	 WOTN	
previously	sent	a	letter	of	concern	on	the	intersection	to	CDOT	and	the	2nd	Ward.	

	
xii. Several	 residents	 expressed	 concern	 about	 the	 dance	 school	 drop	 off	 on	North	

and	at	Cleveland	which	conflicts	with	the	CTA	bus	stop.	2nd	Ward	said	they	will	
look	into	this	matter	and	report	back.	

	
xiii. Blackhawk	 Street	 west	 of	 Larrabee	 -	 The	 street	 and	 other	 areas	 between	 the	

closed	 Near	 North	 High	 School	 and	 playing	 field	 have	 broken	 lighting,	 failed	
sidewalks	and	paving	and	other	dangerous	conditions	due	to	lack	of	maintenance.	
As	 a	 result,	 there	 is	 poor	 lighting,	 large	 holes,	 people	 hanging	 out,	 and	 other	
conditions	 that	 have	 created	 a	 safety	 concern.	WOTN	has	 previously	 contacted	
the	27th	Ward	office	regarding	the	concerns	and	will	again	but	also	requested	Mr.	
Ficara	 to	 reach	 out	 as	 well.	 Residents	 are	 also	 urged	 to	 contact	 Alderman	
Burnett’s	office	to	ask	for	these	things	to	be	addressed.		

	
xiv. High	speed	traffic	-	Residents	are	concerned	with	the	speeding	which	is	occurring	

along	 several	 streets,	 most	 severe	 on	 the	 1300-1500	 block	 of	 Cleveland	 and	
Mohawk	 Streets,	 especially	 since	 repaving.	 The	 length	of	 the	 streets	 and	heavy	
traffic	on	the	main	artery	streets	appears	to	be	the	primary	cause.	Speed	bumps,	
police	monitoring,	and	other	remedies	were	discussed.	Mr.	Ficara	recommended	
that	WOTN	summarize	 their	 concerns	 in	a	 letter	 to	 the	2nd	Ward	and	 they	will	
look	into	remedies.	

	
xv. Street	garbage	-	Trash	in	the	neighborhood	was	discussed.	Residents	of	Sedgwick,	

Hudson,	 Cleveland	 and	 Blackhawk	 are	 very	 frustrated.	 Mr.	 Ficara	 said	 he	 will	
coordinate	 the	 trash	 and	debris	 areas	 for	 our	Ward	 Superintendent	 to	 visit.	He	
said	 the	 garbage	 pickup	 routes	 can	 be	 adjusted	 for	 this.	 He	 requested	 us	 to	
provide	a	list	of	areas	for	him	to	provide	to	the	Ward	Superintendent.		



 
 

Please	let	WOTN	know	if	there	are	additional	areas	outside	of	those	above	for	
the	clean	up	and	we	will	send	them	to	the	2nd	Ward.	

	
c. Development	 Committee	 (Paul	 Gaudette)	 Paul	 provided	 the	 following	 update	 on	

the	work	of	the	Development	Committee:	
	
i. 633	W.	North	Avenue	-	Mr.	Ficara	indicated	that	the	developer	is	moving	forward	

with	demolition	of	 the	existing	building,	but	does	not	have	approval	 to	proceed	
further.	 The	 2nd	 Ward	 will	 provide	 the	 community	 with	 updates	 and	 will	 also	
schedule	a	meeting	with	WOTN	before	any	decisions	are	finalized.	
	

ii. Lincoln	 Yards	 Development	 -	 Mr.	 Ficara	 provided	 an	 update	 on	 the	 proposed	
Lincoln	 Yards	 development	 by	 Sterling	 Bay.	 The	 will	 be	 series	 of	 community	
meetings	and	meetings	with	community	organizations	over	the	next	few	months.	
Six	 organizations	 that	 surround	 the	 site	 have	 been	 identified	 by	 the	 2nd	Ward.	
The	 2nd	 Ward	 recommended	 that	 WOTN	 provide	 some	 input	 on	 the	
development	as	 the	 impact	will	be	 felt	all	around	 the	development.	After	 some	
discussion,	 it	 was	 recommended	 that	 WOTN	 participate	 with	 another	
organization’s	meeting.	

	
iii. CHA	 Development	 -	 The	 Development	 Committee	 is	 attempting	 to	 gather	

updated	 information	 on	 the	master	 plan	 for	 the	 proposed	 CHA	 developments,	
street	grid,	etc.	for	dissemination	to	the	community.	Links	and	info	will	be	posted	
on	the	WestOldTown.org	website.	

	
d. Marketing	 and	Outreach	 –	 (Melinda	 Kramer)	 Sanjeev	Misra	who	was	 running	 the	

group	had	to	step	down	so	we	are	looking	for	additional	folks	to	help	with	marketing	
to	get	neighbors	aware	of	our	group	and	to	get	people	involved	in	areas	of	interest.	
There	 is	 also	 opportunity	 to	 connect	 with	 the	 many	 local	 community	 service	
organizations	 and	 schools	 to	 enable	 residents	 to	 get	 more	 involved	 in	 the	
community.		Several	people	expressed	interest.	
	

4. Next	WOTN	regular	meeting	
Tuesday,	October	9,	2018,	6:00-7:00pm,	Eva’s	Café,	1447	N.	Sedgwick,	Chicago	
	

Adjournment	
Respectfully	Submitted,	
West	Old	Town	Neighbors	

	
For	further	information	on	West	Old	Town	Neighbors:	https://westoldtown.org/	


